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2024 Annual Peace Gonference
“Binging “Peace to
saturday, October 19th

Nebraskans for Peace was founded as opposition to war and the
pursuit of nonviolence. This year the 2024 Annual Peace Confer-
ence will gather attendees in person to hear from an esteemed
panel of young activists to discuss humanitarian crises occurring
around the world. The theme for our Conference this year is
“Bringing Peace to a Challenging World”.

Karima Al-Absy ™

N

JVP EASTERN NEBRASKA

™

Jewish Voice for Peace

inside:

Because the system isn’t
BROKEN p.2

Lantern Float Event
Remembers First
A-Bomb Drop p. 4

View of the Palestinian
Struggle from Omaha p.5

Nebraskans for Peace’s statement
on the Nebraska Legislature’s
Special Session called by

Governor Jim Pillen p.7
What's HOT in Global
Warming? p.8

('ng?()om&b

This year’s Conference, which is sponsored by The Univer-
sity of Nebraska at Omaha Grace Abbott School of Social Work,
will be held Saturday October 19" from 10:0am-2:00pm at New
Life Presbyterian Church at 4060 Pratt St., Omaha NE 68111.
Registration information will be available online at nebraskan-
sforpeace.org/upcoming-events. Featured panelists include:

Karima Al-Absy who was raised in
Omaha and graduated from Creighton
University in 2011. In 2015, she received
a master’s degree in Near Eastern Studies
from New York University. Karima has
been a member of the Nebraskans for
Peace: Palestinian Rights Task Force for
nearly 15 years. Her father is Palestinian,
and her extended family still live in a
village near Ramallah in the West Bank.

Daniel Soloveitch is a Jewish orga-

conclusion on page 3



Nebraska Report

The Nebraska Report is published four times annually by
Nebraskans for Peace. Opinions stated do not necessarily reflect
the views of the directors or staff of Nebraskans for Peace.
Newspaper Committee:

Brittany Cooper, Editor; Ron Todd-Meyer; Susan Alleman; Lois
Todd-Meyer

Layout: Michelle O'Dea

Printing: Fremont Tribune

Website: Brittany Cooper; Susan Alleman

Letters, articles, photographs and graphics are welcomed.
Deadline is the first of the month for publication in the following

month’s issue. Submit to: Nebraska Report, c/o Nebraskans for
Peace, P.O. Box 83466, Lincoln, NE 68501-3466.

Nebraskans for Peace

NFP is a statewide grassroots advocacy organization working
nonviolently for peace with justice through community-building,
education and political action.

NFP Board of Directors,
Advisory Board and Staff

Maggie Ballard (President), Frank Cordaro, Henry D'Souza, Tessa
Foreman, Tom Genung, Kathy Gruba, Rich Maciejewski, Tia
Manning, Kelly McGinely, Kathy Niece (Treasurer), Luisa Palomo-
Hare (Vice President), Judy Sandeen, Renee Sans Souci, Danielle
Savington, Don Tilley, Ron Todd-Meyer (Secretary), Ryan Wishart.
Brittany Cooper (Executive Director); Susan Alleman (Organization
Administrator); Marshawn Ford (Omaha Community Organizer),
Phone 402-475-4620, nfpstate@nebraskansforpeace.org.

Nebraskans for Peace Chapter
& Affiliate Contact Information

Crete Chapter.......c........ Pat Wikel.......cccoovvverennnn. 402-826-4818
Lincoln Chapter ............. NFP o 402-475-4620
Omaha Chapter............. Doug Paterson................. 402-672-8377
Scottsbluff Chapter........ NFP oo 402-475-4620
Southwest

Nebraska Chapter ......... Dennis Demmel................ 308-352-4078
Central Nebraska

Peace Workers.............. Mena & Dave Sprague..... 308-754-4901

Contact the NFP State Office for information on the UNL, UNO,
UNK, Creighton & Nebraska Wesleyan University
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by Schmeeka Simpson

The Criminalization of Civic
Engagement in Nebraska

“Governments are_instituted among Men, deriving their just

Powers from the Consent of the Governed.”

Consent: to agree to do or allow something: to give permission
for something to happen or be done.

On August 9", The Malcolm X Memorial Foundation sent
me to the Nebraska Summit on Justice and Disparities, where |
first learned about the possible repealing of LB53. I was further
SHOCKED AND DISMAYED to learn that citizens that have been
using their legal right to vote for the last 19 years could be charged
with a felony if they tried to vote now. A Class IV felony to be
exact, subject up to 2 years in prison, 12 months post-release
supervision, and a fine up to 10,000 or both. A person could
be charged for registering a person with a felony to vote or if a
person with a felony tries to register themselves. These penalties
could be valid even if the person didn’t know that the rules had
changed without their knowledge or consent. A quick google search
reminded me that this is not the first time voting has been used to

disenfranchise or even criminalize whole groups of people in the
Land of the Free and the Home of the Brave.

The United States has a long history of withholding or crimi-
nalizing the ability of anyone to vote that doesn’t fit the agenda of
land-owning white males. The writers of the Constitution couldn’t
decide whether only the votes of white property owner’s vs non-
white property owners should matter, so they left the issue up to
the states.

Article I Section 4, (AKA, The Elections Clause) of the
Constitution says:

The times, places and manner of holding elections for
Senators and Representatives shall be prescribed in each state
by the legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any time by
law make or alter such regulations. (Library)

The supreme court has interpreted this to mean the writers
of the constitution enabled states to “provide a complete code
for congressional elections, not only as to times and places,
but in relation to notices, registration, supervision of vot-
ing, protection of voters, prevention of fraud and corrupt
practices, counting of votes, duties of inspectors and canvass-
ers, and making and publication of election returns.” The
Court has further recognized the states’ ability to establish

continued on page 6
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nizer and an unapologetic socialist and anti-imperialist. He has been politically
active since 2009, and all his organizing efforts are centered on promoting the
dignity and power of working-class folks from Omaha to Gaza and beyond.
Daniel believes that he and fellow Jews have a special responsibility to speak
out against the genocide in Palestine, so he recently helped launch the Jew-
ish Voice for Peace Eastern Nebraska pod, or JVPEN. JVPEN is building an
anti-Zionist Jewish community which celebrates Jews in the diaspora while
affirming the interconnected struggle for Palestinian liberation.

Hatim Hassan is a college student in Omaha with a strong passion for
raising awareness about issues in Sudan and across Africa. Dedicated to spot-
lighting the ongoing conflict in Sudan, Hatim aims to inform and engage others
about the challenges faced by those affected by the war. His commitment to
advocacy and social justice drives his efforts to spread knowledge and promote Carol Garwood
understanding of critical African issues.

The afternoon portion of our event will feature three workshops” attendees
can choose from. Each workshop aligns with one of our three Priority Commit-
tees: Anti-War and International Law; Social Justice; and Environment,
Food Security, and Conflict Prevention.

The Anti-War Workshop will feature Carol Garwood from NFP’s Palestin-
ian Rights Task Force “On-the-ground, my two trips to Palestine this Year”

Carol currently serves as Co-Chair of the Steering Committee of United
Methodists for Kairos Response and is Chair of the United Methodist Great
Plains Conference Holy Land Task Force, in addition to being a member of
Nebraskans For Peace — Palestinian Rights Task Force. Her first trip to Israel/
Palestine was in 2011 as part of a Volunteer In Mission team. Since that time,
she has traveled back three times as a VIM Team Leader, once as a participant
of a Pilgrims of Ibillin team, once with the Presbyterian IPMN delegation, and
most recently with an ecumenical delegation through Friends of Sabeel North
America (FOSNA).

The Social Justice Workshop will feature Liz McClelland from the Educa-
tion Rights Council “The Intersection of Juvenile Law and Education Law”

Liz has dedicated her legal career to working with kids and families in
juvenile court for nearly 10 years as a prosecutor, GAL, and defense attorney.
Her experience in juvenile court has developed her passion for helping kids
and families navigate their educational rights within a district.

The Environmental Workshop will feature Ryan Wishart an Assistant
Professor at Creighton and a current NFP Board Member “How can Nebraska
Plan for Climate Justice? City and Statewide Climate Responses”

Ryan Wishart is an Assistant Professor of Sociology at Creighton Univer-
sity and teaches in the Sustainability and Environmental Science programs. His
most recent work research examines national energy policy networks, energy
democracy, and transportation environmental justice struggles in the Midwest.
He has contributed to the City of Omaha and Nebraska-wide climate justice Ryan Wishart
planning efforts.

We hope you will join us in Omaha for the 2024 Annual Peace Conference!
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LANTERN FLOAT

by John Lee

As printed in the Lincoln Journal Star’s
Neighborhood Extra on Saturday August
17, 2024.

Carrying on a 41-year-old tradition in
Lincoln, Nebraskans for Peace and the Uni-
tarian Church created lanterns and floated
them on Holmes Lake on August 6 to com-
memorate the lives lost 79 years ago in the
atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
Japan, on August 6th and 9th in 1945.

Two speakers presented reasons to
remember that long-ago event, and pledge
to never allow it to happen again.

Bob Ruyle described the damaging
and lasting effects of nuclear warfare on
those who deploy the weapons as well as
those against whom they are used. A long-
time member of the National Association of
Atomic Veterans and editor of the organiza-
tion’s newsletter, Ruyle served as a teletype
operator on a U.S. Navy ship in service to

Operation Redwing, a test of atomic and
hydrogen bombs in the Pacific in the 1950s.

To remain safe from the force and heat
of the blast, he said, his ship, the “Nava-
sota,” was posted 250 miles away. However,
a change in the weather pattern allowed a
radioactive cloud to drift over and drop a light
layer of fine radioactive dust on the decks,
to which the crew became exposed as they
swept and hosed the dust off into the ocean.

‘At that time no one knew much about the
effects of radioactivity,” said Ruyle. Some got
sick and were treated on board. One crewman
became so seriously ill that he was taken by
helicopter to a nearby aircraft carrier with
better medical facilities, and later air flighted
to Hawaii.

But for most of the crew, the effects of
radiation exposure would appear much later,
causing various types of cancer and other
ailments that led to early deaths, and also
resulted in birth defects in the generations

Participants floating lanterns on the lake.
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EVENT REMEMBERS
FIRST A-BOMB DROP

that followed.

“| was lucky,” said Ruyle. “I was enclosed
in the radio room and pretty well protected
from exposure. | only lost all my teeth a few
years later. | just turned 90, and | am one of
only two members of the crew of 368 who is
still alive.”

Both navy and army groups were as-
signed to evacuate some of the Pacific islands
where the atomic tests were conducted. The
islanders were never able to return to their
homes, and hundreds were relocated to the
United States.

Though use of nuclear weapons has
been avoided, more powerful bombs and
missiles cause thousands of deaths and
widespread destruction in today’s warfare,
the second speaker related. Karima Al-Absy,
a member of the Palestinian Rights Task
Force of Nebraskans for Peace, said during
the first two months of its war on Gaza, the
Israeli military dropped the equivalent of two
nuclear bombs on the Gaza Strip.”

At the rate of killing since that conflict
started in October, she said, “during the hour
that we are here this evening, 15 Palestinians
would have been killed, and six of them would
be children.”

“We have the power, and we have the
responsibility to use that power to influence
government to stop support of the war in
Gaza,” Al-Absy concluded.

Assembled members of the group
painted peace and anti-war messages on
paper lanterns which were lighted with small
candles and set afloat on Holmes Lake. The
annual observance is held in sympathy and
coordination with similar lantern float events
in Japan.

John Lee NFP Anti-War Committee Member



N VIEW OF THE
= Palestinian Strupgle from Omaha

Written by the Palestinian Rights Task
Force

There is no question as to whether what
is happening in Palestine is a genocide
because each of the five elements of the
Geneva Convention have been met. The
acts that constitute genocide are the fol-
lowing: killing members of the group,
causing serious mental or physical harm
to members of the group, deliberately
creating conditions that would physically
destroy the group, imposing measures to
prevent births within the group (such as
involuntary sterilization, forced abortion,
and prohibiting marriage), and forcibly
transferring children of the group to
another group. Proof of each of the ele-
ments of genocide were included in the
International Court of Justice (ICJ) case,
South Africa v. Israel. Judges in the ICJ
saw “reasonable grounds for genocide”,
meaning that there was enough evidence
submitted to continue this case. The ICJ
case is ongoing. However, U.N. experts
have stated this is a genocide and the
International Criminal Court will issue
arrest warrants against Israeli Prime
Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu. Despite
countless images, video recordings,
audio, live videos, global outcry, horrid
rhetoric from sitting Israeli officials, and
whistleblowers, the United States admin-
istration—against public sentiment—re-
mains an accomplice in the crimes and
atrocities committed against Palestinians.

Since October, Israel has enacted
an unprecedented level of violence and
devastation on the people of Gaza. Over
the last 10 months, Israel has dropped
the equivalent of 5.5 nuclear bombs on
the Gaza Strip, using American-made
weapons funded by American tax dollars.
While the context is different, the fun-
damental human suffering experienced
in Gaza today echoes tragedies around
the world, from the genocide of the in-
digenous inhabitants of North America
to the current warfare happening in the

Sudan and the Democratic Republic of
Congo. Whether seeking Sudanese gold,
Congolese cobalt, or Haitian oil, the U.S.
“allyship” with the Israeli occupation has
a major part to play in the oppression of
inhabitants in several foreign nations in

Every hour in Gaza,
15 Palestinians are killed
by Israeli bombs—
six of whom are children—
and 35 are injured.
Every hour,

addition to the continued oppression of
indigenous peoples and other marginal-
ized groups in the United States. For ex-
ample, Native land in the U.S. currently
has surveillance systems that have been
“field tested” in Palestine. U.S. police
forces that responded brutally to Black
Lives Matter protests have had a working
relationship with the Israeli occupation.
According to an article from Jewish
Voices for Peace, published in March
2022, a draft memo written during the
height of Black Lives Matter protests in
2020 detailed how the Anti- Defamation
League, one of the facilitators of police
exchanges between the U.S. and Israel,
was forced to acknowledge that the train-
ing exchange program helped militarize
U.S. police, which resulted in harming
communities of color.

Here are a few facts about Israel’s
destructive war against the people of
Gaza. When reading these, keep in mind
that the total area of Gaza is smaller than
Omabha in square miles. Gaza has been
under a brutal military blockade by Israel
since 2007. It is also the very same Gaza
that has been called an open air prison by
Humans Rights Watch back in 2022—

where no food, water, fuel, aid, or other
goods are allowed inside the enclave
without inspection and permission from
the Israeli authorities.

More than half of the homes in Gaza
have been destroyed or damaged by the
Israeli military since last October. Most
hospitals have been destroyed and the
ones that still function are completely
overwhelmed, and essential infrastruc-
ture, including roads and cropland, has
been severely damaged.

The human toll is even more severe.
Traumatic stress disorders, malnutrition,
and starvation are rampant. Every hour in
Gaza, 15 Palestinians are killed by Israeli
bombs—six of whom are children—and
35 are injured. Every hour. The destruc-
tion extends beyond immediate physical
damage, affecting every aspect of daily
life, from access to clean water, prenatal
care, and food to medical care and edu-
cation. As of August 6, at least 39,653
people have been killed, including over
15,000 children. More than 91,000 have
been injured. A recent research study by
the Lancet estimates that the true death
toll in Gaza could be as many as 186,000
killed.

Remember, the total population in
Gaza is 2.3 million. So 186k are pre-
sumed dead, and another 91k are injured.
That’s 12% of the population. Every
single person living in Gaza is impacted
by it and there is no escaping. Gazans
have nowhere to flee or get away from the
violence as Israel controls all the borders.
The relentless bombing campaign has
created a situation where there are no safe
places left—not schools, not churches,
not hospitals, not mosques.

In the U.S., we often think that’s
just the way things have always been in

conclusion on page 10
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sanctions for violating election laws? as
well as authority over recounts* and
primaries. (Const.) The states quickly
decided that only property-owning white
males could vote until about 1860, then
white non-property owners could vote,
which left Africans, African Americans,
Women, Native Americans, and any non-
English speakers without the fundamental
right to consent to participate under their
governance. From 1860-1868 Black men
tried to gain their foothold in the US
patriarchal order of power but were met
with violence, hate, and even death from
all levels and classes.

“When local Black men staged a
march to support the convention, the
seething opposition erupted in violence
that indiscriminately killed Black people
in the area.”

In Louisiana on July 30", 1866
“For several hours, the police and mob,
in mutual and bloody emulation, contin-
ued the butchery in the hall and on the
street, until nearly two hundred people
were killed and wounded,” concluded
a Congressional Committee formed to
investigate the massacre. “How many
were killed will never be known. But we
cannot doubt there were many more than
set down in the official list in evidence.”

There are countless cases where
Black people voting ended in attacks,
violence, fraud, and disenfranchisement.

In1868, the 14" amendment granted
Black People citizenship but did not guar-
antee the right of Black People to vote.
Finally in 1870 the 15" amendment was
ratified, which gave Black men only the
right to vote.

“The right of citizens of the United
States to vote shall not be denied or
abridged by the United States or by any
State on account of race, color, or previ-
ous condition of servitude.”

None of these constitutional amend-

ments stopped the disenfranchisement of
the Black vote, whether male or female.
Poll taxes to literacy tests, lynchings and
mob violence all produced a chilling
effect which discouraged people from
even trying to vote due to fear of the
loss of life and livelihood, particularly
across the south. The Voting Rights act of
1965 was passed to supposedly eradicate
voter disenfranchisement, but the Hydra
of oppression has many heads that never
seem to die.

“Felony disenfranchisement poli-
cies that ban citizens from voting due to
past criminal convictions have proved
the most enduring and persistent rem-
nant of 19th century voter discrimina-
tion efforts — shielded from challenge
by the very Fourteenth Amendment
recently celebrated for 150 years of
ensuring equal justice.”

Here in Nebraska, complete voter
disenfranchisement of felons was im-
posed unless they first waited 10 years
and THEN granted a pardon by the Board
of Pardons, until 2005 with the passage
of LB53. LB53 allowed system impacted
felons the right to vote if they fully
completed their sentences and waited
two years.

“This significant reform was esti-
mated at the time of the law’s passage
(LBS53) to affect approximately 59,000
Nebraskans.” (ACLU)

This year, 2024, The Legislature
passed LB20, which allowed all system
impacted voters that have paid their debt
to society to vote immediately upon com-
pletion and eliminated the 2-yr waiting
period. Shortly before the law was to go
into effect the Attorney General released
his opinion claiming that not only was
LB20 an unconstitutional usurpation of
power from the Board of Pardons, so
was LB 53.

“More recent reports indicate that
approximately 7,819 former felons in
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Nebraska were restricted from voting
in the 2010 elections.”-ACLU

Every year, the Nebraska Depart-
ment of Corrections estimates 2,000
people with a felony conviction com-
Dplete their sentence and are returned
to their communities. Given the large
number of impacted Nebraskans, it is
essential that election officials are fa-
miliar with former felons’ eligibility.”
-ACLU.

It is indeed a large number of votes
lost, especially this year, a key election
year, that mainly impacts the Blue Dot
where most of the BIPOC (Black, Indige-
nous, People of Color), live in Nebraska.
Taking away the voting rights of upwards
0f 100,000 system impacted people dur-
ing this election is a political power move
that must be combatted at all costs. It
effectively does the job of eliminating
the 2" electoral vote the winner-take-all
legislation would have done.

Article I, Section 22 of the Ne-
braska State Constitution says: “All
elections shall be free; and there shall
be no hindrance or impediment to the
right of a qualified voter to exercise the
elective franchise.”-ACLU

I started this article with a quote:
“Governments are instituted among
men”. Full Stop here. The use of the
word men is not simply a misnomer that
describes “everyone”, because everyone
was not considered people. Women were
not (and still are not in a lot of ways) con-
sidered people, nor children, slaves, or
any other group left out of the Constitu-
tion; but considered property, without the
same legal, religious, medical, property,
or personhood rights as men.

Because why does your mule need
rights? Why would you let your horse
vote? How stupid would you be to let
your cow pastor a church or own land, a
bank account, a credit card? That would
imply they had the ability to think,

continued on page 11



Nebraskans for Peace’s statement
on the Nebraska Legislature’s
Special Session called by
Governor Jim Pillen

The following is a statement put together by the Nebraskans for Peace Board
that was sent to all of our State Senators.

In 1967 Nebraska adopted a 3-legged stool to finance state and local govern-
ment to serve the people of Nebraska. The 3 primary revenue sources were
income tax, a sales tax and a tax on property. Sales and income tax are for the
most part paid directly to the state of Nebraska for statewide infrastructure and
administration of state government. Most property tax is to fund local government
[cities, county, K-12 public education]. Initially the intent of 3 revenue sources
was to raise equal revenues and some of the sales and income tax was used to
supplement state aid to local subdivisions. At the time of implementation there
was much opposition, especially from the business community and chamber of
commerce to these new taxes. Norbert Tiemann, a Republican, was elected gov-
ernor in 1966 for a 4-year term. Previously, governors were elected for two-year
terms. He supported these tax reforms to help equalize the tax obligation.

Governor Thiemann was defeated in 1970 primarily by the business community
influence. James Exon was elected but did continue the plan with some tweaks.

Over the next 55 years the Nebraska tax system was tweaked the most during
economic downturns by cutting state aid to the local government subdivisions
[cities, county and public education] and in order to maintain government ser-
vices these subdivisions were forced to rely more on property tax. During these
years wealth began to accumulate into fewer hands, primarily by legislative ac-
tions that cut income tax rates and provided tax credits to large businesses. The
result was that wealth began to be subsidized as the book Poverty by America
describes. [Last winter's NFP book study.]

Business interests have pitted states against each other by demanding tax
incentives and lower income tax rates. Neighboring states like South Dakota and
Wyoming have no state income tax, as they have other revenue sources (coal,
tourism). Income tax remains the fairest and most just tax based on the ability to
pay.

Another contributing factor to the over reliance on property tax is that wealthy
outside investors have driven up the price of real estate. Initiative 300, which
was added to the Nebraska Constitution in 1982 by a vote of the people, prohib-
ited outside corporate interests from owning farmland. Initiative 300 was thrown
out by the courts in 2005 which allowed outside interests to now own and finance
land purchases.

The adage that “to whom much is given, much is required” should apply in our
economic democracy, if it is to thrive.

Political Contacts

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500
Comment Line: 202-456-1111
202-456-1414; Fax 202-456-2993
www.whitehouse.gov/contact/

Sen. Deb Fischer

454 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-6551

202-228-1325 (FAX)
402-391-3411 (Omaha)
402-441-4600 (Lincoln)
www.fischer.senate.gov

Sen. Pete Ricketts

107 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-4224

402-476-1400 (Lincoln)
www.ricketts.senate.gov

Rep. Mike Flood, District 1
11514 Longworth HOB
Washington D.C. 20515
202-225-4806

402-438-1598 (Lincoln)
http://flood.house.gov

Rep. Don Bacon, District 2
1024 Longworth HOB
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-4155
https://bacon.house.gov/

Rep. Adrian Smith, District 3
502 Cannon HOB
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-6435

Fax: (202) 225-0207
https://adriansmith.house.gov/
Capitol Hill 202-224-3121
State Capitol 402-471-2311
State Senator, District #

State Capitol; PO Box 94604
Lincoln, NE 68509-4604
Governor Jim Pillen

P.O. Box 94848

Lincoln, NE 68509-4848
402-471-2244; Fax 402-471-6031
https://governor.nebraska.gov/
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How Much Heat is Necessary to
Drive Us Stark Raving Mad?

So, do you think it’s hotter than
it used to be?

So, what is Kuwait doing to shield
itself from temperatures that are antici-
pated to reach the range of 125 F to132
F. in a few years? They are burning oil,
of which they have plenty, to produce
out-door air conditioning. You read that
sentence correctly. They are ready to
burn oil to vaporize mist to keep a select
few cool out of doors. The rest, such as
the more than 1,300 who perished on the
Muslim hajj last summer can just burn
up. New Delhi on June 19, 2024, had the
warmest night in at least 55 years, as its
Safdarjung Observatory recorded a “low”
temperature of 35.2 C (95.4 F).

This is not the first time that people
in the Middle East have burned shock-
ing amounts of oil to keep some of their
people cool, or even cold. I wish I had
kept a news clipping that I scanned a
few years ago that described a shopping
center in the same area that was teasing
customers to shop with a ski slope nearby.

On July 1, the dangerous and ex-
tremely powerful Hrricane Beryl made
landfall Monday on the Caribbean Island
of Carriacou after becoming the carliest
storm of Category 4, then 5 strength to
form in the Atlantic, fueled by record
warm waters. An ocean temperature of

a lukewarm bath gives us a Category 5
hurricane.

On a rather regular basis, hotter
weather also translates into more violent
atmospheric events. For example: Delhi’s
main Safdarjung weather station recorded
228.1 mm (9 inches) of rainfall in the 24
hours, its highest June 24-hour rainfall in
88 years. The city of 20 million people
had faced searing heatwaves earlier.
In June, 2024. Experts blamed climate
change for the extreme heat followed by
heavy rain that caused the collapse at the
Delhi airport.

When one has walked the aisles that
caved in, an event such as the col-
lapse of Delhi’s airport roof becomes
personal in a nasty way. Visiting India
in 2016, I looked up at those beams,
and then out a large window into a sky
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Last year was the
hottest on record
world-wide... 2024 will
probably see another
record high sooner
rather than later, as
the level of carbon
dioxide and methane
in the atmosphere
continue to rise.

of what looked like dirty potato soup
into a pinprick morning sun nearly
hidden by dense smog. This was what
the thickest smog on Earth looked like,
backed up against the invisible spines
of the Himalayas, a sight created totally
by human beings trashing the Earth and
its atmosphere.

A Steady Parade of Record Highs

Last year (2023) was the hottest
on record world-wide, warmer than it
has been since humankind took tenancy
of the Earth tens of thousands of years
ago. Unless this pattern takes a massive
swerve toward coolness soon, 2024 will
probably see another record high sooner



rather than later, as the level of carbon
dioxide and methane in the atmosphere
continue to rise.

During humanity’s presence on the
Earth, the CO2 level has varied from
about 180 parts per million and 280
p.p-m., in arough cycle, with 180 signal-
ing the onset of an ice age, and 280 p.p.m.
indicating record high temperatures. In
our time, 450 p.p.m. is within reach.
Such a reading is signaling much higher
sea levels and stronger cyclonic storms.
Hurricanes blowing up to category 4
almost overnight (as we saw this year)
will no longer be unusual. The igni-
tion on this motor is heat, pumped into
our atmosphere. To reestablish a stable
temperature cycle will require several
centuries to bring the CO2 level down.
The other option offers us a steady diet, of
severe heat, floods, and fire, aggravated
by the use of fossil fuels.

It used to be that warmth came in
cyclical waves—up, then down, undulat-
ing with slightly higher peaks. Now, the
low ends of these cycles are being sawed
off as temperatures rise at a steady pace.
This year is on-track to set yet another
high record without pause or retreat.
How hot has it been? A world-wide
accounting reveals a pace, Reuters
reported: 115 F. in the Ganges Valley.
Try 120 in Mecca, in the midst of the
Hajj, with more than 1,300 people hav-
ing been killed of heat-related diseases.

Global temperatures during the first half
of 2024 were the highest since modern
record-keeping began. That put 2024 on
course to be the hottest year in recorded
history, eclipsing 2023.

Heat illnesses, including deaths
because heat also aggravates many other
health problems, such as kidney disease
and asthma; deaths due to heat sometimes
end up attributed to other causes.

Heat, Drought, and Wildfires

Heat is only one example of extreme
weather hazards that are affecting much
of the world. Heat often comes hand-in-
hand with drought. Droughts often spark
wildfires. Hotter weather can spark both
droughts and deluges, often back-to-back.

Backing Ourselves Into a Trap

Just how hot is it going to have to
get before humankind comes to realize
that we are backing ourselves into a trap?
This is being written as humanity’s feeble
attempts to turn back the existential
threat of climate change have amounted
to next to nothing in the context of how
the World works. Every couple of years
various diplomats, scientists, and fossil-
fuel lobbyists meet and pass resolutions
that have a stated intent to keep fossil-fuel
emissions within certain limits. These
usually go under the banner of COP

(“conference of parties”) such and such.
I’ve lost count, but I seem to recall that
the next one will be about COP 30, give
or take a few. The delegates from various
countries do a great deal of talking, burn
amazing amounts of jet fuel getting to the
conference and home again, make a few
pledges, most of which have been flouted
by the next COP.

In between these conferences, most
people in most countries go about their
usual nationalistic business, protecting
their own interests, and (as seems to be
the trend lately) grubbing for position in
case someone decides to start a nuclear
war. Vladimir V. Putin especially loves
flouting his nukes. Nationalistic po-
litical parties whip up anti-immigrant
hatred — recent examples have been the
National Rally in France and Alternative
fiir Deutschland, (AfD),

Alternatives for Germany, not to
mention aborning fascism in the United
States under the aegis of Trump’s horrid
ignorance which has reached the stage of
his desire to lock all of his enemies into
prisons under cover of military tribunals.
Whether citizens or migrants would go
to prison first has not been set as of this
writing. Is he joking — or just faking Josef
Stalin? All we now know is that he says
he wants to do it. Would the Constitution
get in the way? Benjamin Franklin weeps
for the scraps of freedom that remain in
the kindle of his country.

Greenhouse Gases Continue
Their Relentless Rise

In the meantime, as greenhouse
gases continue their relentless rise, we are
having humanity’s usual list of national-
istic wars, such as Ukraine and Gaza, in
which various empires work to expand
their land bases by finding enemies and
killing them. The number of Palestinians
killed is about to cross 40,000, most of
them women and children, as the level of
carbon dioxide in our atmosphere rises
toward 430 ppm. What’s more, each year
that level compounds like a bank account

drawing compound interest —

conclusion on page 11
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the Middle East. Or it seems so removed
from us, we can’t see how it affects us.
However, it doesn’t have to be this way,
and as Americans, we hold enormous
power and are complicit in the suffering.
In fact, a BBC article in April 0f 2024, es-
timated that the United States accounted
for approximately 65.6% of weapons
sent to Israel from 2013-2023. The U.S.
government’s financial and military sup-
port to Israel plays a significant role in
sustaining the conflict, contributing to the
ongoing devastation in Gaza. According
to the Council on Foreign Relations in
May 2024, adjusted for inflation, the
United States has sent over 310 billion
dollars to Israel; thus, making Israel the
largest recipient of U.S. taxpayer dollars.
Despite our citizens potentially funding
education, healthcare, and infrastructure
here at home, billions are allocated an-
nually to Israel, a wealthy nation that
provides free education and healthcare
to its citizens. The funding to Israel con-

tributes to the oppression and devastation
experienced by Palestinians.

We must recognize that the choice
is not between two peoples, religions, or
nations but between justice and injustice.
The principles of freedom, equality, and
human dignity that we honor tonight
must extend to all people, including
Palestinians. Our vision is simple: to see
Palestinians enjoying the same freedoms
and rights that we wish for all people.

In response to the crisis, the Palestin-
ian Rights Task Force (PRTF) in Omaha
has been active in raising awareness and
advocating for change. We urge everyone
to support the call for an immediate and
urgent ceasefire, demand an arms em-
bargo, an end to the Israeli occupation of
Palestinian lands, and the right of return
for Palestinian refugees to their homes.

Since the escalation of violence,
the Task Force has organized frequent

What's HOT, conclusion

DATE READING ANNUAL CHANGE
JUN. 22, 2024 427.00 ppm 3.48 ppm increase (0.82 %)
JUN. 22, 2023 42352 ppm 2.80 ppm increase (0.67 %)
JUN. 22, 2022 420.72 ppm 2.54 ppm increase (0.61 %)
JUN. 22, 2021 418.18 ppm 1.73 ppm increase (0.42 %)

The rate of increase has risen about 100 percent in four years!

What a shame it is, as the amount of CO2 and Methane rise, seas rise, hurricanes
get more intense, and everyone denies the real problems that will envelop our one
and only home. Just how hot does it have to get before we come to realize that the
enemy is in all of us. How much heat does it take to drive us crazy? — or stupider?

Bruce E. Johansen has written and published several books on this climate change
during the past 25 years, the most recent of which will be Nationalism and Nature: War
and Warming, due out in October from Springer publishers in Frankfurt, Germany.
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protests, fundraisers, and community
events to address the ongoing suffering
in Gaza. Our efforts include raising over
$25,000 for Palestinian aid agencies and
holding educational events to shed light
on the crisis.

We have been meeting with politi-
cians, writing letters, and participating
in various forms of advocacy to call for
a ceasefire and support for humanitarian
relief. The goal of our work is to draw
attention to the severe conditions in
Gaza and to push for action that can al-
leviate the suffering and prevent further
loss of life.

Join us in our efforts to advocate for
Peace and Justice. Participate in local
advocacy efforts with Nebraskans for
Peace, and call for an end to the violence.
Invite us to speak to your church or host
a conversation with family and friends.
Share information about the genocide
on social media. Join the global call
from Palestinian society (modeled after
the South Africa boycott movement) to
boycott Israeli goods and divest from
Israeli institutions complicit in the Israeli
occupation of Palestine.

Our collective actions can make a
difference, ensuring that the lessons of the
past continue to guide us towards a world
where Peace and Justice prevail. As U.S.
citizens, we have a moral obligation to
address this.

Follow us on Instagram or TikTok
(@NebraskansforPalestine or email Ne-
braskansforpalestine@gmail.com to be
added to our mailing listserv.
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reason, plan, and GOD FORBID...
CONSENT, or more importantly, DENY
CONSENT to the circumstances that rule
their lives. Being charged with a felony
takes away the personhood of a being,
which at its core is the Right to Consent.

The Prison Rape Elimination Act,
PREA was signed into law based off the
idea that prisoners cannot consent.

The 2nd part of the opening quote
is deriving their just Powers from the
Consent of the Governed.”

All disenfranchised groups that were
and are still considered property by those
who wrote the U.S. Constitution, State
Constitutions, The Bill of Rights, and the
Declaration of Independence must fight
for the right to consent.

Every person that was originally
reduced to property by the Founding
Fathers is STILL fighting for their
right to consent, from these corrupted
documents even to this day. Contrary
to popular opinion these were not docu-
ments of freedom, independence and
equality, for most people, these are the
very documents that enshrined into law
and US society the ideas of disenfran-
chisement, racism, sexism and every
other bigoted, hypocritical, bias we suffer
from today.

IFIT WASN’TFOR THESE DOCU-
MENTS OF FREEDOM AND JUSTICE
ORIGINALLY DENYING CONSENT
AND PERSONHOOD, WE WOULD
NOT HAVE TO FIGHT FOR THESE
BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS NOW.

Your vote is your right to consent
to be governed and your right to deny
consent to be governed. Only prisoners,
slaves, and animals do not have these
legal rights to consent.

There’s not even enough room to
discuss the sheer hypocrisy of it all,
especially from a large group of people
who claim to be Christians/Religious and
followers of the Way. How can a felon
run for President, but a felon can’t vote

for the President?? And where is Jesus
with a whip when you need him?

Sigh... Why do we fight so hard
to live in a world that doesn’t want us?
That only wants the consent of the people
THAT AGREE WITH THEM and fit
their agenda?

The truth is these men in power,
clearly do want us, and the system isn’t
broken, its working exactly the way it
was originally designed. They want us
to be a top-down government of slaves
with free labor, that are taxed without
representation, with no consent, like we
used to be, that made America rich and
great for some and poor and hell for most.
The easiest way to achieve that is to start
with the historically enslaved, women,
Black people, Felons...but let’s take
race, gender, age, etc out of the question
and talk about ownership. Non-property
owners, how do you feel about having
costs and services you pay for, taxed
without your consent, to alleviate the
taxes of property owners? Oh, and since
we’re discussing ownership, guess who
has the lowest rates of home, property,
and land ownership? The same groups
historically targeted by voter suppression
across the board.

So, what is the Call to Action?

* Everyone in this state should file
complaints with their Senators, and
then go online and file complaints
directly with the Attorney General,
the Governor and the Secretary of
State and demand the restoration of
the vote NOW because their jobs are
on the line. Demand as a People that
anyone who is required to pay taxes
has the right to representation, re-
gardless of their legal status. Maine,
Vermont, and Washington D.C. do it.
We can do it too.

» Stay educated and inform your sys-
tem impacted community members

to not try and vote or register to vote
until the Nebraska Supreme Court
decides on the legality of the law.

e Show up as a watchful citizen of the
2" house to the Nebraska Supreme
Court Hearing Aug. 28", 2024, 9am
in Lincoln, Nebraska.

e Demand a constitutional amendment
in the next legislative session that
grants the Legislature full autonomy
to make and uphold laws that can
reduce system impacted voter sup-
pression.

e Donate to organizations doing the
work: The Malcolm X Memorial
Foundation, RISE, Civic Nebraska,
ACLU, The Nebraska Civic Engage-
ment Table, Stand In For Nebraska,
and more. Where you spend your
money is an indicator of what is
important to you, and I certainly
hope with agendas like Project 2025
on the horizon that voter suppres-
sion is considered of the highest
importance.

The sad part is that voter suppres-
sion tactics hurt Democrats AND Re-
publicans, Black People, White People,
EVERYONE. The lawsuit filed by the
ACLU on behalf of system impacted
voters include a Democrat, Republican,
and an Independent. The state is obvi-
ously working on behalf of the system
and not the people, and actively trying
to remove personhood and consent from
our neighbors, loved ones, friends, even
whole communities. We must stand
up and say keep your hands off our
votes, we are human beings not slaves,
we have paid our debts to society and
our voices matter just as much as our
dollars.

Remind the Civil Servants that they
serve THE PEOPLE they are disenfran-
chising and not the other way around and
pull to pieces the layers of oppression

conclusion on page 12

JULY / AUGUST / SEPTEMBER 2024 NE REPORT, P. 11



Nebraskans for Peace
P.O. Box 83466
Lincoln, NE 68501-3466

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Phone:402-475-4620/Fax:475-4624
nfpstate@nebraskansforpeace.org
www.nebraskansforpeace.org

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 310
Lincoln, NE

Because the W iret broken, conclusion

that keep the system moving. Once we
get into the mindset that a system that
isn’t broken can’t be fixed, we can start
to have conversations that center disman-
tling oppression in all its facets and start
transforming our society.

Matt: 23:25-28

25 “How terrible it will be for you,
scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites!
You clean the outside of the cup and the
Dplate, but on the inside, they are full of
greed and self-indulgence. *° You blind
Pharisee! First clean the inside of the
cup,! so that its outside may also be
clean.

27 “How terrible it will be for you,
scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites!
You are like whitewashed tombs that
look beautiful on the outside but inside

are full of dead people’s bones and every
kind of impurity. * In the same way, on
the outside you look righteous to people,
but inside you are full of hypocrisy and
lawlessness.
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